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Abstract

The objective of this study is to compare, based on a single test case,
the interpretation hypotheses of complexes produced by the Word
Association Test (WAT) and the WAT in conjunction with PAC
analysis. In the WAT, interpretation hypotheses are drawn from
stimulus-words and reaction which showed complex-characteristics,
and associations. In the WAT with PAC analysis, stimulus-words
showing complex-characteristics were subjected to PAC analysis,
then interpretation  hypotheses were drawn from a
"multi-dimensional axis" (Akagawa 2011) commonly identified in
each cluster, and from stimulus-words. The WAT was conducted with
one female student, and then the same stimulus words as used in
the WAT were used two weeks later with the same student in PAC
analysis. As a result, four nearly identical interpretation hypotheses
of complexes were postulated. However, two differing interpretation
hypotheses of complexes were also postulated. Four factors may
have produced the differing interpretation hypotheses of complexes:
(1) verbalization of an imagined world within the individual, (2)
denial/avoidance, (3) becoming conscious, and (4) time. Moreover, it
was suggested that in interpretation hypotheses of the WAT,
reactions tend to be focused on, and in interpretation hypotheses of
the WAT with PAC analysis, multi-dimensional axes could be
significant signs.
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