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Abstract

This study aims to clarify the health support needs of welfare recipients in
order to narrow the gap of health status disparity, and examine the support
system. The study not only classifies health support needs based on health
policies, academic papers, and administrative statistics material but also
considers the future support system. The review of the health support needs of
welfare recipients revealed that poverty is a high social risk and has a
negative influence on health. Low participation rates in health examinations,
mental disorders and suicide rates, and lifestyle-related diseases are relevant
issues; decision-making support, such as that for long-term care and
end-of-life care, has also become a concern. For a support system that responds
to the health support needs of welfare recipients, firstly, it is necessary to
develop support for enhancing health literacy with a viewpoint of
comprehensive support on which health support is based. Secondly, it is
necessary to strengthen a coordination (particularly between livelihood and
health support) , reinforcing the ability to professionally execute activities in
case work. Finally, a community-based integrated support system must be
built through public-private partnership as well as policy collaborations in
administrative fields, such as health, medical care, welfare, and education.
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