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Abstract

Purpose: The purpose of this study is to organize knowledge from the domestic literature for
the effective oral health care of the elderly with dementia, and to get the suggestion about the
actual state of the care that nurses are practicing and the forthcoming research problems in consid-
eration of it.

Methods: A literature search was conducted in two databases, the Japan Medical Abstract
Society (JAMAS) and JDream III, using the keywords “Dementia” and “Oral Health Care”. As a
result of the search, we included 22 original papers for analysis.

Results: There were 15 papers about structural oral health care and 7 papers about functional
oral health care. The result of the content analysis classified: “Problems of structural oral health
care practice”, “Ingenuity of the oral health care by nurses”, “Ingenuity of the oral health care by
other professionals” and “Ingenuity of the oral health care by multiple professionals”.

Conclusion: In the actual state of oral health care for the elderly with dementia by the result of
this study, it was suggested that the following attempts are forthcoming research problems: the
education of nurses to improve knowledge and a technique about the oral health care of elderly
with dementia, the environmental establishment for multiple professionals cooperation always
available in oral health care practice, and the acquisition of ability of nurses to coordinate it.
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