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Abstract

The goal of this study is to analyze and reveal the attitudes of
members of comprehensive community sports clubs toward adaptive
sports.

To achieve this, a comparative analysis was conducted in four clubs,
using the results of a questionnaire administered to 150 members
from each of the clubs (i.e., 600 members in total), of which only two
had adaptive sports programs. The following primary results were
observed.

Members of clubs without adaptive sports tended to have a positive
opinion toward such programs. This is inferred due to differences in
judgment criteria between the two groups, thus affecting the results.
There are those who believe that adaptive sports—the main event of
which is the Paralympics as showcased in the media—are akin to
general sports, while others, who have seen the actual performance
of para-athletes in their clubs, believe that adaptive sports, let alone
the Paralympics, are incomparable to general sports.

As feelings of inclusiveness tended to be higher among members of
clubs with adaptive sports, such programs may be a contributive
factor in the realization of an inclusive society, as they encourage
and propagate understanding of the features of comprehensive
community sports clubs, which are purported to function as a local
community.
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