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	Abstract
	To examine nursing diagnoses used for terminal stage patients with life support apparatus (LSA) in the ICU, and to clarify differences on nursing diagnoses before and after the intensive treatment for life support. Data source was the nursing records of 112 patients who died in ICU during 2005–2009 in two general hospitals. 
Items on checklists were #1 nursing data: nursing diagnoses, defining characteristics, and #2 basic patient data: ages, sex, illness, admission period in ICU, type of LSA. The total number of nursing diagnoses for the patients was 537 and the number of nursing diagnoses per person was 4.7±3.5. The number of frequently stated NANDA-I nursing diagnoses were 37 and the five most frequently stated nursing diagnoses were Risk for Impaired Skin

Integrity, Risk for Infection, Impaired Gas Exchange, Caregiver Role Strain, and Impaired Physical Mobility. The hospitals used NANDA-I, collaborative problem, and the originally developed nursing diagnoses. The nursing diagnoses at admission were continued after the active treatments.

However, specific interventions were added in nursing care plan without nursing diagnoses.
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