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	Abstract
	Objective: To identify factors related to the ability of ward nurses caring for elderly patients in the acute care setting to practice multidisciplinary collaboration and to obtain suggestions on improving this ability.
Methods: A questionnaire survey regarding the Chiba Interprofessional Competency Scale (CICS29) was conducted among nurses working in acute care hospitals. The method of analysis was to calculate the descriptive statistics for all variables and employ multivariate linear regression analysis.
RESULTS: This analysis included 471 individuals. The following items were found to be associated with total CICS29 scores: “years of clinical experience,” “learning experience with students from other disciplines in basic nursing education,” “participation in postgraduation training and study groups,” “communication and coordination with professionals,” “information sharing among multiple professions,” and “coordination in decision-making situations.”
Conclusion: The study suggested the necessity of providing learning opportunities to students from other fields right from their basic education stage and continuing their education after graduation in order to improve their ability to practice multidisciplinary cooperation. The recent trend toward specialization of medical teams suggests the importance of ward nurses playing a coordinating role in sharing information with other professions and supporting decision-making that takes into account the patient's intentions.
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