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Abstract 

Foreign language education in elementary schools is becoming 

increasingly important in today's globalized world. Japan is no 

exception, and in the context of a time where the improvement of 

foreign language skills is in demand, the introduction of foreign 

language education at the elementary school level has gained 

attention. This paper focuses on foreign language education in 

Japanese elementary schools. First, it reviews the goals stated in the 

Elementary School Curriculum Guidelines for the foreign language 

subject. Then, it organizes the approach and teaching system for 

foreign language education in elementary schools, and further 

examines the English subject from a global perspective. Finally, 

based on these points, the paper reflects on the foreign language 

subject in elementary schools, considering the challenges and future 

outlook. 
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