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Abstract

Aims: The aim of the present study was to investigate social
attitudes toward schizophrenia in Japan and China in view of social
distance and knowledge of psychiatry, as well as sociocultural
aspects. Methods: Two self-rating scales to compare social distance
and knowledge regarding schizophrenia in 352 Japanese subjects
and 347 Chinese subjects. Results: Total scores of both scales were
significantly higher in Japanese subjects than in Chinese subjects.
Conclusions: Social distance associated with schizophrenia is large
in both Beijing and Fukuoka, but the features of social distance
differ between countries. It is important to to determine the features
of stigma associated with schizophrenia and develop anti-stigma
programs based on trans-cultural considerations.
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