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Abstract 

The purpose of this study is to identify factors influencing public 

health nurses' information gathering during the issuance of 

maternal and child health handbooks for child abuse prevention, 

and to derive implications for effective child abuse prevention 

measures. 

A survey was conducted targeting all public health nurses 

responsible for maternal and child health services in municipalities 

within Prefecture A. Analysis of six factors potentially influencing 

the extent of information gathering and the extent of gathering 

information on 20 items related to child abuse revealed a significant 

difference in “experience with child abuse cases.” It was found that 

those with experience supporting child abuse cases were more 

actively gathering information regarding abuse of older children. No 

significant differences were found for the other five factors. This 

suggests that experiencing support for child abuse cases within the 

first one to two years after assuming maternal and child health 

duties may enhance the quality of information gathering during the 

issuance of maternal and child health handbooks, potentially 

leading to more effective child abuse prevention measures. 
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