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Abstract

On March 11, 2 0 1 1, an unprecedented earthquake and tsunami hit
eastern Japan. Subsequently, a nuclear power plant accident occurred,
causing extensive damage. This large-scale disaster forced many victims
to evacuate to other parts of the country away from their hometown. This
study aimed to review the progress of a support group for evacuees to
outside the prefecture, focusing on two points: (1) the realities of the
hardships and conflicts faced by evacuees to outside the prefecture, and
(2) the roles and functions played by support groups for these evacuees.
Based on the progress of this case study, the various hardships
experienced by evacuees to outside the prefecture were revealed. These
included: "the hardship of having to make their own choices and decisions
about their future lives ", in an uncertain situation ."the hardship caused
by various divisions," and "the complicated grief caused by ambiguous
loss." The results suggested that, for refugees outside the prefecture, the
group functioned as a place that supported the process of acquiring a new
community and of seeking and reconstructing rebuilding their own ways
of life for the future.
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