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Abstract

This study aimed to sort and analyze the elements and requirements that make
up the concept of citizen guardians by reviewing prior research, and consequently,
attempt to provide a new definition to the idea of citizen guardians. CiNii returned
a total of 158 hits for the search terms "citizen guardian", "social-contributor
citizen guardian", and "ward residents' guardian." Excerpts defining citizen
guardians were examined in the eleven papers that remained after excluding
irrelevant results. In addition to these, I manually selected three cases from adult
guardian journals. A total of 14 cases were subject to review, and descriptions of
citizen guardians were extracted and examined. This made it possible to classify
the factors that constitute the concept of citizen guardians into six categories:
candidate's basic information, regionality, training and support for activities by
support organizations, type of activity, rights advocacy activities by the citizen,
and meaning of remuneration. These six factors were further organized under
three requirements: requirements of the individual, requirements of support
organizations, and requirements of the activity. From these factors and
requirements, a new definition of citizen guardian was formulated as follows:
Citizen guardians are people who under training conducted by local governments
or agencies entrusted by local governments, acquire necessary skills as guardians,
and practice local welfare activities and advocacy activities while receiving
continuous support. Regardless of professional qualifications, these activities are
not carried out as occupations but as social contributions in the community.
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