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Abstract 

Using the example of Hirado City, Nagasaki Prefecture, a regional 

city that is experiencing significant depopulation due to the aging of 

the population, the role and future of proxy grave-keeping services 

was presented. The presentation emphasized the interdisciplinary 

nature of urban studies with sociology and social welfare studies, 

and led to the conclusion that population decline also has an impact 

on urban issues, and that increasing the number of people visiting 

the city is important, with proxy grave-keeping services playing a 

part in this study.  
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