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Abstract 

As Hoshino (2014) points out, since the Meiji period, gravesite 

management has generally been "patrilineal, with the eldest son's 

family managing the grave." With the concentration of population in 

large cities, the eldest son's family, whose gravesite is in a regional 

city, can also live in the regional city, and because of the average life 

expectancy, it is common for the wife to manage the gravesite after 

the husband's death. This is the role of women in modern regional 

cities (exercising religious rights), and is linked to annual memorial 

services, grave guarding, and grave closure. 

This presentation clarified, using case studies from two cities in the 

Kyushu region, that the exercise of women's religious rights is 

essential in modern society. 
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