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Concerning The Reality of Generals

An Essay Searching for The Grounds of Peirce's Realism in His Early
Critique of Cognition

While no one has ever denied that Peirce said that his realism was an
important aspect of his philosophy, prima facie, we are amazed by his having
no interest in searching for the grounds of the reality of generals. Is it
1mpossible for us to find out the grounds of it in his writings? It is clear that
there has already been such grounds in his early critique of cognition, whose
consequence was that the proper objects of our cognitive faculties were real.
The purposes of this essay are to make clear that for the reality of generals
how important the consequence was, and to wipe off the disgrace which was

brought to Peirce's realism by Rorty and Quine.
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