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Abstract 

We found a case in which inferior mesenteric artery and the common 
hepatic artery arose from the superior mesenteric artery, 
forming the common hepatomesenteric trunk, during a routine 
dissection carried out at Iwate Medical University in 2002. This 
variation is rare, but can be embryonically explained. A change in 
the positions of the disappearance of the ventral splanchnic arteries 
and the longitudinal anastomotic channel results in variations in the 
system of arteries distributed to the digestive organs. In the present 
case, the longitudinal anastomotic channel between the superior and 
the inferior mesenteric arteries survived to form the common 
mesenteric artery, which was joined by the common hepatic artery, 
forming the common hepatomesenteric trunk. 
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