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Abstract 

The skin on the back of 3-day-old ddY mouse was treated with 
dithiothreitol solution in phosphate buffered saline for the 
separation on the epidermis from the dermis. The connection 
between the epidermis and the epidermal basement membrane was 
preserved, but the epidermal basement membrane was detached 
from the dermal collagen layer. With this preparation, the scanning 
electron microscopic observation on the interstitial surface of the 
epidermal basement membrane was possible. Three-day-old mouse 
epidermal basement membrane displayed a meshwork structure 
composed of fine fibrils. The anchoring fibrils projecting to the 
interstitial side from the meshwork were observed by scanning 
electron microscopy in the present study. 
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